
































































DIALOGUS DE SCACCARIO 

[PREFA TIO] 

0RDINA.TIS a deo potestatibus in amni timore subici 
simu.l et obsequi necesse est. Omnis enim potestas a 
domma deo est.' Non ergo uidetur absurdum uel a uiris 
ecclesiasticis alienum regibus quasi precellentibus • et ce
t~:is potestat~bu~ seruiendo sua iura seruare ; presertim in 
hiis que .. uenta~ uel h?nestati non obuiant. Oportet 
~utem hns sermre non m conseruandis tantum dignita
tibus per quas gloria regie potestatis elucet, uerum in 
mundanarum facultatum copiis que eos sui status ratione 
contingunt. Ille enim illustrant, hec subueniunt. Porro 
mob~l~um • copia uel defectus principum potestates 
hunuliat uel exaltat. Quibus enim hec desunt hostibus 
preda fiunt, quibus autem hec suppetunt hiis hostes in 
~redam cedunt. Sane licet hec regibus plerumque, 
mre non prorsus .exarninato set patriis quandoque legibus 
quandoque cordmm suorum consiliis occultis uel solius 
interdum sue uoluntatis arbitrio, prouenire contingat · 
eorum tamen facta ab inferioribus discutienda uel con~ 
dempnanda non sunt. Quorum enim corda et motus 
co~dium in ma.nu dei sunt 3 et quibus ab ipso deo singu
lanter est eredita cura subditorum, eorum causa diuino 
tantum non h umano iudicio sta t aut cadi t. • Nemo tamen 
quantumlibet diues si secus egerit de impunitate sibi 
blandiatur, cum de huiusmodi scriptum sit ' Potentes 
poten~er tormenta _Patie?-tur.' • Igitur qualiscumque sit 
uel mdeatur adqmrend1 causa uel modus, hiis qui ad 
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THE COURSE OF THE EXCHEQ.UER 

[DEDICATION] 

T o the powers ordained of God we must be subject and 
obedient with all fear. For there is no power but of 
God. 1 There is clearly, therefore, nothing incongruous, 
or inconsistent with the clerical character in keeping 
God's laws by serving kings as supreme 2 and other 
powers, especially in those affairs which involve neither 
falsehood nor dishonour. And we ought to serve them 
by upholding not only those excellencies in which the 
glory of kingship displays itself but also the worldly 
wealth which accrues to kings by virtue of their position. 
Thosc confer distinction, this gives power, Their power 
indeed rises and falls as their portable wealth f!ows or 
ebbs. Those who lack it are a prey to their enernies, 
those who have it prey upon them. And although this 
wealth is not invariably theirs by strict process of law, 
but proceeds sometimes from the faws of their countries , 
sometimes from the secret devices of their own hearts 
and sometimes even from their mere arbitrary power, 
their subjects have no right to question or condemn 
their actions. For those whose hearts are in the hand 
of the Lord, • and to whom God Himself has conunitted 
the sole care of their subjects, stand or fall by God's 
judgment an d not man's. 4 But let no man, however 
wealthy, flatter himself that he shall escape unpunished 
if he act arniss ; for of such i t is written, ' Mighty men 
shall be rnightily tormented.' • However questionable, 
therefore, may be or appear the origin or the method of 
acquisition of wealth, those whose duty it is to guard it 
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eorum custodiam ex officio deputantur cura remissior 
esse non debet, set in eisdem congregandis, conseruanclis 
uel distribuendis sollicitam decet esse diligentiam quasi 
rationem reddituris 1 de regni statu qui per hec incolumis 
perseuerat. Nouimus quidem prudentia, fortitudine, 
temperantia siue iustitia, ceterisque uirtutibus princi
paliter regna regi iuraque subsistere, unde et hiis mundi 
rectoribus totis est uiribus insistendum. Set fit interdum 
ut quod sano consilio uel excellenti mente concipitur 
intercedente pecunia citius conualescat et quod difficile 
uidebatur per hanc quasi per. quandam negotiorum 
metodum facilem consequatur effectum. Non salurn 
autem hostilitatis set etiam pacis tempore necessaria 
uidetur. Ilio enim in municipiis firmandis, in stipendiis 
ministrandis et in aliis plerisque locis pro qualitate per
sonarum ad conseruandum regni statum effunditur ; 
hoc uero, licet arma quiescant, 2 a deuotis principibus 
construuntur basilice, Christus alitur et uestitur in pau
pere• et ceteris operibus misericordie insistendo mam
mona distribuitur. 4 In utriusque uero temporis strenuis 
actibus gloria principum est; set excellit in hiis ubi pro 
temporalibus impensis, felici mercimonio mansura succe
dunt. Ea propter, rex illustris, mundanorum principum 
maxime, quia sepe te uidimus utroque tempore glorio
sum, non parcentem quidem pecunie thesauris, set pro 
loco, pro tempore, pro personis, legittimis sumptibus insis
tentem, modicum opus excellentie tue deuouimus, non de 
rebus quidem magnis uelluculento sermone compositum, 
set agresti stilo de scaccarii tui necessariis obseruanciis. 
Porro super hiis te uidimus quandoque sollicitum, adeo 
ut missis a latere tuo uiris discretis de eodem dominum 

1 Heb. 13:17 
2 cf. V erg. Aen. x. 8g6, prato gravia anna !fUiescunt. 8 cf. Matt. 25:40 
4 cf. Luke x6:g. The whole passage lS a comment on the 'unjust 

steward.' 
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have no excuse for slackness, but must give anxious care 
to its collection, preservation and distribution, as they 
that must give account 1 of the state of the realm, the 
security of which depends upon its wealth. W e are, of 
course, aware that kingdoms are governed and laws 
maintained primarily by prudence, fortitude, temper
ance and justice, an d the other virtues, for which reason 
the rulers of the w or! d must practise them with ali their 
might. But there are occasions on which sound and wise 
schemes take effect earlier through the agency of money, 
and apparent clifficulties are smoothed away by it, as 
though by skilful negotiation. Money is no less indis
pensable in peace than in war. In war it is lavished on 
fortifying castles, paying soldiers' wages and innumerable 
other expenses, determined by the character of the 
persons paid, for the defence of the realm ; in peace, 
though arms are laid uown, 2 noble churches are bui! t by 
devout princes, Christ is fed and clothed in the persons 
of the poor, 3 and by practising the other works of mercy 
mammon is distributed. 4 The glory of princes consists 
in nobl-e actions in war and peace alike, but it excels in 
those in which is made a happy bargain, the price 
being temperai and the reward everlasting. Therefore, 
greatest of earthly princes, because I have often wit
nessed your Majesty's glory in peace and war alike, not 
hoarding treasure but spending it as it should be spent, 
in due piace and time and on fit persons, I dedicate to 
Y our Excellency this little book, on no lofty subject nor 
in eloquent language but written with an unskilful pen, 
about the procedure necessary in your Exchequer. I 
have at times seen you so concerned about this as to 
send some of your wise councillors to cali in the Bishop 
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tunc Eliensem conueneris. Nec fuit absurdum tam 
excellentis ingenii uirum, tam singularis potentie princi
pem, inter cetera maiora hec etiam curasse. Sane 
scarrarium suis legibus non temere set magnorum con
sideratione subsistit, cuius ratio si seruetur in omnibus, 
poterunt singulis sua iura seruari et tibi piene prouenient 
que fisco debentur, que possit oportune nobilissime mentis 
tue ministra manus effundere. 
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of Ely for his opinion on it. N or was it unbecoming so 
wise a man and so unusually powerful a prince to 
concern himself with this matter as well as with others 
of more importance. The Exchequer has its own rules. 
They are not arbitrary, but rest on the decisions of great 
men ; and if they are observed scrupulously, individuals 
will get their rights, and Your Majesty will receive in full 
the revenue due to the Treasury, which your generous 
hand, obeying your noble mind, may spend to the best 
advantage. 






















































































































































































































































































