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(204-205) SURVEY OF HUNTINGDONSHIRE IN DOMESDAY BOOK 9I5 

204. account of the Domesday inquisition by Henry of Huntingdon 
(before II29) 

(Henry of Huntingdon, Historia Anglorum, ed. T. Arnold (1879), p. ZII) 

This most powerful king sent his justices through every shire, that is to say, 
every province of England, and caused an inquiry to be made by sworn 

inquest how many hides (that is to say, ploughlands each sufficient for one 
plough in the year) there were in each village, and what livestock. He also 
made inquiry what each city, castle, township, village, marsh and wood was 
wont to render each year. Ali these writings in records 1 were brought to the 
king, and they are preserved in the treasury to this day. 

(ii) DOMESDA Y BOOK (I o86) 

205. The survey of Huntingdonshire in Domesday Book 

The account of Huntingdonshire occupies folios 203-8 in Domesday Book, I (Record Commission, 
1783). These passages are translated by F. M. Stenton in Victoria County History: Hunt
ingdonshire, I (1926), 337-55· 

The survey, though comparatively short, illustrates very well the main features of Domesday 
Book: nOte the account of the borough, and the arrangement of the land of the shire under the 
holdings of the tenants-in-chief. The appendix of "claims" is especially important. The generai 
purposes of the inquisirion (see above, pp. 8s8 f.) explain the form, and a ,typical cntry in the 
Huntingdonshire survey contains these five elements. 

1. The manor is assessed at so many hides to the geld: bere the hide is a unit of assessment, and 
not an agrarian measure. For example, in Bottlebridge the king "had 5 hides assessed to the geld": 
this gives no information about the acreage of Bottlebridge, but states that when geld is levied on 
the shire Bottlebridge pays according to an assessment of 5 hidcs. Note the prevalence of the s
hide unit; very often scattered entries relating to one village add up to this unit or its multiples. 

2. A statement that there is land for so many ploughs: the unit is the amount of arable capable of 
being ploughed each year by a team of 8 oxen. 

3· The number of ploughs on the demesne of the manor; and the number possessed by the 
peasantry, classified by their grades as freemen, sokemen, villeins, bordars, slaves. 

4· Miscellaneous information relating to pasture, meadows, churches, pannage for swine etc. 
S· The value of the manor under Edward the Confessar and William the Conqueror: in 1066 

and 1086. · 
Each manor must be studied individually, and these points, especially 1 and z, are an essential 

preliminary to understanding the text. Stenton, op. cit., should also be consulted. 

Huntingdonshire 

In the borough of Huntingdon there are 4 quarters. 
In 2 quarters there were T.R.E., 2 and are now, II6 burgesses rendering ali 

customs and the king's geld, and under them there are IOO bordars who help 
them to pay the geld. Of these burgesses St Benedici of Ramsey had IO with 
sake and soke and every custom except that they paid geld T.R.E. Eustace took 
them away wrongfully from the abbey and they are, with the others, in the 
king's hand. Ulf Fenisc had 18 burgesses, now Gilbert of Ghent has them 
with sake and soke except far the king's geld. 
1 Haec omnia. in ca-rtis scripta 2 see above, p. 911 


























