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CONFIRMATION OF THE CHARTERS (1297) 
in S&M, pp. 164–5 (No. 51) 

Edward, by the grace of God king of England, lord of Ireland, and duke of Aquitaine, to all who 
may see or hear these present letters greeting. Know that, for the honour of God and of Holy 
Church and for the benefit of our entire kingdom, we have granted for ourself and for our heirs that 
the Great Charter of Liberties and the Charter of the Forest, which were drawn up by the common 
assent of the whole kingdom in the time of King Henry, our father, are to be observed without 
impairment in all their particulars. And we will that those same charters shall be sent under our seal 
to our justices—those of the forest as well as the others—to all sheriffs of counties, and to all our 
other ministers, as well as to all cities throughout the land, together with our writs providing that 
the aforesaid charters are to be published and announcement is to be made to the people that we 
have granted these [charters] to be observed in all their particulars; and that our justices, sheriffs, 
mayors, and other ministers whose duty it is to administer the law of the land under us and through 
our agency, shall cause the same charters in all particulars to be admitted in pleas and judgments 
before them—that is to say, the Great Charter of Liberties as common law and the Charter of the 
Forest according to the assize of the forest, for the relief of our people. And we will that, if any 
judgment is henceforth rendered contrary to the particulars of the charters aforesaid by our justices, 
or by our other ministers before whom pleas are held contrary to the particulars of the charters, it 
shall be null and void. And we will that these same charters shall be sent under our seal to the 
cathedral churches throughout the kingdom and shall there remain; and twice a year they shall be 
read to the people. And [we will] that the archbishops and bishops shall pronounce sentences of 
greater excommunication against all those who, by deed or aid or counsel, shall violate the 
aforesaid charters, infringing them in any particular or violating them in any way; and the aforesaid 
prelates shall pronounce and publish these sentences twice a year. And if the same prelates—the 
bishops or any of them—prove negligent in making the aforesaid denunciation by the archbishops 
of Canterbury and York who at the time hold office, they shall be reproved in a suitable manner and 
compelled to make this same denunciation in the form aforesaid. 

And whereas some people of our kingdom are fearful that the aids and taxes (mises), which by 
their liberality and good will they have heretofore paid to us for the sake of our wars and other 
needs, shall despite the nature of the grants, be turned into a servile obligation for them and their 
heirs because these [payments] may at a future time be found in the rolls, and likewise the prises 
that in our name have been taken throughout the kingdom by our ministers: [therefore] we have 
granted, for us and our heirs, that, on account of anything that has been done or that can be found 
from a roll or in some other way, we will not make into a precedent for the future any such aids, 
taxes, or prises. And for us and our heirs we have also granted to the archbishops, bishops, abbots, 
priors, and other folk of Holy Church, and to the earls and barons and the whole community of the 
land, that on no account will we henceforth take from our kingdom [p. 165, Mats. V–37] such aids, 
taxes, and prises, except by the common assent of the whole kingdom and for the common benefit 
of the same kingdom, saving the ancient aids and prises due and accustomed.  

And whereas the greater part of the community all feel themselves gravely oppressed by the 
maltote on wool—that is to say, 40s. from each sack of wool—and have besought us to relieve 
them [of the charge], at their prayer we have fully relieved them, granting that henceforth we will 
take neither this nor any other [custom] without their common assent and good will, saving to us 
and our heirs the custom on wool, wool-fells, and hides previously granted by the community of the 
kingdom aforesaid.  

In testimony whereof we have caused to be written these our letters patent. Given at Ghent, 
November 5, in the twenty-fifth year of our reign.  

(French) Stubbs, Select Charters, pp. 490 f. 


