ACTS OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL (COLONIAL). 31
§ 124 cond.] 1704.
12 out of 22 should form a quorum, and the order of the
Assembly making 15 a quorum is irregular. The absentee
members might be proceeded against in the ordinary courts
for misdemeanour and contempt of her Majesty’s authority ;
but it is submitted whether such action without an application
from the Assembly might not tend to her Majesty’s dis-
service by creating an uneasiness in the Assembly and
unwillingness to serve therein; (f) B. of T. report of 20 Feb.
1705, submitting the opinion of the law officers; (g) Order of
reference back to the law officers with a petition on behalf
of the absent members, 22 Feb. 1705 ; (k) Northey’s report
of 28 March 1705 repeating the former opinion. The particular
case of the petitioners depending before the B. of T. had
not been referred to his consideration. The power of the
Asgsembly to expel members, and an agreement made by
members to forfeit four shillings per hour (up to 20 shillings
a day) for voluntarily absenting themselves, do not exclude
her Majesty from punishing the members for contempt;
(¢) B. of T. report of 23 Nov. 1704, for the taking of depositions
on the complaint of seven members of the Assembly against
Go_vernor Grenville and Alexander Skene, the Secretary ;
and also in the case of the suspended councillors (cf. previous .
section).
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the latter to bring no actions against them, or by amending
the Act.



